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Coastal Cozy |
with a Conscience

One family builds a home in Neskowin from a demolished warehouse

FOR MOST PEOPLE, INTEGRATING reclaimed wood
into a new home isn't personal. For Terry and Teresa Hancock,
the choice to include Douglas fir timbers for the columns and
beams of their Neskowin beach cabin on the Oregon coast—in
addition to the interior framing, wall paneling, flooring, stairs and
ceiling—was a meaningful way to honor a piece of family history.
Teresa, an operating room nurse, and Terry, a commercial realtor,
salvaged the wood from a Salem lumber mill founded in 1938,
which Terry’s family had owned for its final thirty-five years.

Creatively re-purposed building materials are just the
beginning when it comes to the green features of the Hancocks’
2,185-square-foot, three-bedroom Northwest lodge style home
a stone's throw from the beach. The Hancock house also
incorporates an innovative air-to-water heat pump for an under-
floor radiant heating system, an efficient lighting system, extra
insulation, strategically placed windows that encourage cross
ventilation and a heat recovery ventilator that ensures clean air.
It was these features and more that recently earned the Hancock
home a LEED certification for its sustainable architecture and its
conservative construction practices.

“Our family wanted to craft a beach home that would connect
prior generations of our family to the future,” Terry explains.
Throughout the design and building process, Terry and Teresa,
along with their children Alex, 23 and Kelsey, 21, helped make
decisions that led them to combine the sustainable, durable and
environmentally friendly features.

by Addie Hahn
photography by Paula Watts
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With a guiding vision of creating a warm, cozy beach cabin that
would be low maintenance and inexpensive to operate, the Hancocks
teamed up with architect Nathan Good in Salem and consulted
longtime friend and architect David Gellos of Portland. They hired
energy consultant Charlie

Stephens to establish a digital “OUI‘ famlly wad ntEd tO

energy model for the home.

In short order, a talented fleet craft d beaCh home that
of builders and craftspeople WOUId C0nnect prior

soon gathered on-site each day

for the eight-month building generations Of our family

process—many of whom had

been without work in the to the future.”

struggling economy.
The Hancocks and Good ~ TERRTHANCOCK

designed the home with an inward focus and a great room at its center,
allowing for unhindered movement between the kitchen, dining
area and living room. An elegant curved wall made from the family's
lumber warehouse visually unites all three areas. With its lofted,
Douglas fir beamed ceiling, towering stone fireplace, and handsome TOP Aciifvad wall Fiadefrom thia Hancoeks old
iron chandelier, the great room is a place for connectivity, conversation warehouse connects the dining and living areas.

s v . ;. BOTTOM Terry and Teresa Hancock wanted to
and relaxing with family and friends. >> o ;

create a sustainable legacy for their family.
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ABOVE Kitchen light fixtures
from Lux Lighting in Portland
illuminate hand-crafted
cabinets made from re-sawn
warehouse timbers. Terry and
Teresa stumbled over the sink
basin at Wood is Wonderful in
Sheridan, Oregon while on a road
trip looking for reclaimed wood.
LEFT Clerestory windows
creatively light the loft and
living room below.

A set of salvaged bolts, washers and rods
left over from the warehouse provided the raw
materials for the iron railings that run along
the stairwell and loft overhead. Together,
Alex, Kelsey and Teresa helped create the
design that playfully weaves together fish and
stylized bubbles, an ode to the nearby ocean
and its inhabitants.

Just as families need open space for
congregation, people also desire solitude.
Perched at the highest point of the house is
a small private surf tower that allows the
Hancocks to take in 360-degree views of the
coast, the Coastal Range to the east and the
surrounding town.

To maximize natural light, Good included
a generous allotment of clerestory windows
along the east, west and south sides of the
home. “Those who live along the Oregon
Coast understand the importance of natural
light within their homes; it's a precious
commodity,” he explains. Houses designed
with strategically placed windows “can do
wonders to lift the spirits of the occupants,
especially during the overcast days from the
late fall to early spring.”

Since moving in this past November, the
Hancocks have enjoyed hosting friends and
relatives in the home that thoughtfully weaves
together bits of family both past and present.
After the rewarding process of planning
for and building their dream home on the
Oregon Coast with the help of many, Terry
reflects, “The house is part of a journey, and it

will continue to move on.” >>

@) The Good Portfolio

With its modest staff of five, Nathan Good Architects PC, based
in Salem, is quickly amassing a portfolio of distinctive light-filled,
energy independent homes that suit the changing needs of their
occupants. Oregonians are not the only ones who are taking no-
tice, though. In recent years, the firm has earned the prestigious
Green Home of the Year award from the National Association
of Home Builders, along with a Home of the Year designation
from Spaces magazine. Principal architect Nathan Good works
to integrate features of his residential and commercial projects
with elements of their natural landscapes, and the results can be
striking. “Il am especially fond of complex design challenges,” he
explains. “These are often the result of unique sites, a myriad of
aspirations and needs by my clients—and the high expectations
that | have for the quality of our architectural design.”
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ABOVE A recycled faucet with recycled
timber in the bathroom.

MIDDLE Cabinets were hand-crafted
from the Hancocks' old warehouse
timbers by Craig Spooner of Western
Cabinets in Salem.

RIGHT The hardware for drawer pulls,
towel bars, toilet paper holders and
hand rails were designed by the Han-
cocks and made by Steve Stanley of the
Outdoor Fence Company in Salem.
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@ Green Upgrades that Pay

For an existing home, a handful of relatively simple, inexpensive interventions can
help conserve resources while decreasing monthly bills.

CALL IN A PROFESSIONAL

An energy auditing specialist will closely evaluate where your home is performing well on the
consumption spectrum, and where smart upgrades could minimize costs (think installing weather
stripping, more efficient windows and updated insulation). Those in the service territory of Portland
General Electric, Pacific Power, Northwest Natural Gas, and a few other select regions of the state may
discover that their energy audit fee is covered by the Energy Trust of Oregon or their local energy utility.
(Cost: free to $250)

SCHEDULE A FILTER CHANGE

Changing the air filters on your furnace or ventilation system every two months will translate into cleaner air

in the home and a potential reduction in your bill due to less air flow resistance. (Cost: $20 to $100)

SHED SOME LIGHT
With the advent of newer fluorescent technology over the last three years, these highly efficient bulbs now
give off far warmer, more pleasant light than ever before. Happily, technological advances also mean the cost

of switching to compact fluorescents is declining, too. (Cost: $50 to $250)

FLUSH YOUR TROUBLES AWAY

Toilets are typically the greatest water-consuming fixtures in a home. In the United States, on average, each
of us flushes more than eighteen gallons of water per day. Replacing an older toilet with a new generation
dual flush toilet can reduce that fixture’s water waste by half to two-thirds. (Cost: $300 to $1,200)



http://www.docu-track.com/buy/
http://www.docu-track.com/buy/



